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Former Honduran president Rafael Callejas has presented a formal complaint to the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights that accuses President Carlos Roberto Reina's administration of
"political persecution." Last December, the Reina administration had charged Callejas and several
of his former cabinet members with "abuse of authority" and "misuse of public funds." In particular,
the government alleged that Callejas and his associates had illegally sold government-owned
machinery to a private company at below-market prices while in office (see NotiSur, 012/16/94).
In response, ex-president Callejas (1990-1993) has now asked the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, an office of the Organization of American States, for support to counter what he calls
"political persecution" by the present government.
In his petition, the former president argued that the legal charges against him are "a violation of
all guarantees of due process." Callejas has accused Reina of deliberately attempting to "tarnish"
his reputation. He claims that Reina is simply using the case to demonstrate to the public that his
government is carrying out a "moral revolution," which is what Reina had explicitly promised
to do when he took office in January 1994 (see NotiSur, 01/28/94). Callejas also accuses the Reina
government of persecuting one of the ex-president's defense lawyers, Manuel de Jesus Castillo. An
arrest warrant for Castillo was issued on Jan. 16 on charges of falsification of documents. However,
he eluded arrest and is thought to have taken refuge in one of the foreign embassies in Honduras.
The allegedly falsified document was used by Callejas as one of the pieces of legal evidence that
was to be used to defend the former president against corruption charges. No arrest warrant has
yet been issued for Callejas himself since he enjoys immunity from arrest as a member of the
Central American Parliament (PARLACEN). However, in December, the attorney general began
proceedings to revoke that immunity. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish
news service EFE, 01/17/95; Agence France-Presse, 01/18/95, 01/20/95; Notimex, 01/22/95; Inter Press
Service, 01/27/95)
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